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*B005* NOTICES.* 



KAUTZSCH'S GRAMMAR OF THE BIBLICAL- ARAMAIC* 



This is a complete iJe/erence-grammar for Biblical- Aramaic, and will make a 
convenient companion volume to the edition of Gesenius's Hebrew Grammar by 
the same author. It is about half as large as that work, and follows, in the main, 
the arrangement pursued there. The Introduction (a translation of which is 
given in this number) contains twenty-three pages ; Orthography comprises seven- 
teen pages ; Etymology, ninety-one ; and Syntax, forty-one. The real excellence 
of the book consists in the thoroughness with which the comparison with Hebrew 
is maintained, and differences noted, and in the free communication of the 
author's opinion on difficult questions. In dealing with the latter, everything 
which may shed light upon the matter in hand seems to have been consulted. 
The Index to Scripture passages shows that all but forty-seven Aramaic verses 
have been cited in the body of the work, and one passage has eleven such 
references. 

For details, it may be sufficient to refer to what our author has done for the 
noun. This subject, so difficult of treatment and, hitherto, so loosely treated, is 
here handled with scientific accuracy and with a fullness never attempted. Forty 
pages, more than half of them in minion type, are given to the Etymology alone. 
In this division of the grammar, the Biblical citations are very numerous, at least 
one passage being referred to in the case of every form, and all forms occurring 
in Biblical Aramaic are said by the author to be enumerated in the classification 
which he gives. The general method of classification is like that in Gesenius, 
except that feminine nouns of a particular class are discussed with the masculines 
of the same class. Many interesting facts are here brought into prominence, as, 
e. g., in the statement, on p. 84, that fj of the fern, and emph. masc. is not used 

T 

by Hebraism for J$ , but is to be regarded as just as good Aramaic and at least 

as old as the latter; and in the one on page 91, that forms like Q^y are really 
Segholates of the A-Class, while forms like 2JJ^ are I-Class Seghoiates. The 
remarks on foreign words, though brief, are, for the most part, satisfactory. In 
the discussion of the noun, as everywhere else in the book, forms not actually 
occurring in the Bible are distinguished by a special sort of type. 

The Syntax of the Noun may be so estimated by the following list of sections 
printed in the contents. They are : — The Genders ; The Numbers ; The Emphatic 
State ; The representation of the Genitive relation by the so-called Const. State ; 
The Genitive by circumlocution with V\ ; The Noun in exclamation ; The Noun 
in apposition ; The Noun governed by Verbs ; The Adjective as attributive and 
the expression of it by circumlocution ; The Numerals. 

For purposes of reference the volume before us renders all other books of the 
sort well nigh useless, so far as concerns Biblical Aramaic ; and the author deserves 
the thanks of all friends of Semitic study. C. R. B. 



* GRAMMATIK DBS BiBLtSCH-ARAMAEISCHEN, MIT EINER KRITISCHEN EROERTERtTNG DER 

Aramaeischen Woerter im Neuen Testament. Von E. Kautzsoh, Ord. Professor der Theol- 
ogie In Tuebingen. viii and 182 pp. Leipzig: P. C. W. Vogel, 1884. 



